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MEMO 

 

 

 TO: Sunfish Lake Mayor and Councilmembers  

 FROM: Timothy J. Kuntz, City Attorney  

 DATE: May 2, 2019 

 RE: Conflict of Interest Policy; Agenda Item 8(c); May 7, 2019 Council Meeting  

 

 

Section 1.  Background.  This relates to item 8(c) on the agenda for the May 7th Council meeting 

dealing with the City Forester performing landscaping or tree related work on property owned by 

the Mayor.   

 

Under Minn. Stat. § 412.191 the Mayor is part of the Council and the term “Council” includes the 

Mayor.  The City has a policy that prohibits any consultant from doing work for anyone on the 

Council.   

 

Attached to this memo is a Resolution Adopting a Policy with Respect to Conflicts of Interest 

Concerning City Consultants and Employees dated February 3, 2009.  Attached to the resolution 

is the City’s Policy Relating to Conflicts of Interest (City’s Policy).   

 

Section 4 of the City’s Policy prohibits a consultant from providing any services to a 

Councilmember.  Section 5 of the City’s Policy prohibits a consultant from providing tree 

trimming, tree planting, removal or any other site improvements to a private landowner in the City.  

Section 6 of the City’s Policy provides an exception to Section 5 under limited circumstances, but 

Section 6 is not an exception to the prohibition in Section 4.   

 

In summary, the Forester cannot provide services to a Councilmember unless the Council amends 

the City’s Policy or votes to waive the prohibition in this instance.   

 

Section 2.  Council Action.  The Council is being asked to address a request that requires either a 

waiver of the City’s Policy or an amendment to the City’s Policy.   
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