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Item 7b. 
 
Sunfish Lake Engineer’s Report for April 3, 2018 
 
By: Jeff Sandberg, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: March 28, 2018  
   
 
1. Engineering Activities Undertaken in the Month of March. 

 
The following Engineer’s Report reflects the activities undertaken this past month, 
along with the anticipated engineering activity for the month of April. 

 
A. Charlton Road Improvements Update – Don Sterna has been working with 

residents and council on securing easement agreements and uncovering 
information on the sewer and water main serving the 5 residents on Charlton 
Road.  Mr. Sterna will present the project Feasibility Study at the City Council 
meeting. 

 
B. Fire Number Review – Staff will present a plan at the April meeting that will 

present options for the City Council’s consideration to address issues with 
visibility of the fire number markers in the city.  Staff secured quotes from two 
vendors for the three different options to be discussed (one additional vendor 
declined to provide a quote). SEE ATTACHMENTS. 
 

C. CAMP Water Quality Monitoring – Following the March City Council meeting, I 
contacted the three volunteers who previously gathered samples for the three 
lakes that are part of the program.  All three volunteers agreed to continue to 
gather samples per the direction of the city council (7 samples this year in lieu of 
15 gathered in previous years).  The volunteers for 2018 are: Scott Spaeth 
(Hornbeam), Jim Nayes (Horseshoe Lake), and James Stowell (Sunfish Lake).  
Additionally, Jim Nayes offered to gather the samples twice during the season 
and deliver to the Met Council storage facility per their new requirements.  Lastly, 
I contacted Brian Johnson, Met Council CAMP administrator, to let him know of 
the City Council’s directive for sampling this year, and that all of the volunteers 
are set.  He is preparing a new contract that will be presented at a future city 
council meeting for approval. 

 
D. SWPPP Yearly Public Hearing – At the April Council Meeting, we will hold our 

annual Public Hearing discussing the City’s Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
(SWPPP).  At that time, we will review activities that have been completed to 
meet the City’s MS4 Permit and answer any questions from the public.  Meghan 
Litsey from WSB & Associates will be presenting a short overview of the City’s 
SWPPP and will be available to answer questions. 
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E. 2019-2023 CIP Update – I will be preparing the draft of the 2019-2023 CIP for 
the City Council to be reviewed at an upcoming Council meeting.  This document 
will outline what infrastructure and maintenance projects we are looking to do in 
2019 and plan for the next 5 to 10 years for the Council to consider.  The goal is 
to approve the CIP update at the August Council meeting which will help 
establish infrastructure priorities to manage the City’s infrastructure and assist 
with budgeting of city resources. 
 

F. 8 Wood Duck Pass Variance Request – I met the property owner at the City 
Planner’s office to discuss a setback variance request to Wood Duck Pond for a 
new septic mound system.  We explained that additional information is required 
and expect a formal request to come for consideration at a future city council 
meeting. 

 
G. 2570 Delaware Avenue Variance Request – Staff met with the architect 

representing the owners at the Planner’s office to discuss set back variance 
requests and additional information that will be needed for a garage relocation 
and home expansion.  A formal plan submittal and variance request will be 
presented at a future city council meeting 
 

H. Backflow Prevention Management – I received a request from the city clerk to 
review the city’s compliance with recent changes to the State Plumbing code 
specifically with regard to Backflow Prevention Management.  The city clerk was 
approached by a software vendor who warned the city is likely not in compliance 
and was provided information about their software that would help get the city in 
compliance.  After review of the information, State Plumbing Code, and 
correspondence with the city building inspector and other area building officials, I 
determined that this applies to public water systems and the city of Sunfish Lake 
would not be subject to the requirements.  
 

I. Request for Resolution of Support – Proposed TH 110 Project – I received 
the attached notice from MnDOT regarding the 2018 Corridors of Commerce 
Program.  A request for project funding was submitted as a part of this program 
for expanding TH 110 to freeway design with interchange accesses (instead of 
signals or stop signs) from Mendota Heights to Inver Grove Heights. 
 
Additionally, a project outside of Sunfish Lake that proposes a new intersection at 
TH 156 and Barge Road between US 52 and Annapolis Street was submitted for 
funding as part of this program.  A resolution of support from the City of Sunfish 
Lake will allow the projects to rank higher in the scoring and give the projects 
more of a chance to get funding.  If the Sunfish Lake City Council desires not to 
support the projects, no action is needed.  SEE ATTACHMENTS. 
 

J. Request for Variance for Load Limits – 1 Horseshoe Lane – I received a 
request for a variance to the posted load limits by the property owner at 1 
Horseshoe Lane.  They need a dumpster delivered and picked up and the 
anticipated loading exceeds the posted limits.  Sunfish Lake policy allows the 
City Engineer to review the request and grant a one-time permit for exceeding 
the load limit.  I anticipate approval of a one-time permit for this residence once 
an application is received.   
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2.  Building and Site Reviews in the Month of March. 
 

There were no building or site reviews in the month of March. 
 

3.  Public Works Activities Undertaken in the Month of March. 
 

A. Snow Plowing for March – To date, we have not received an invoice for 
services in March, however, through February it appears that expenditures are 
within the city’s budgeted amount.  I will be monitoring the City streets over the 
next few months to make sure issues are resolved and the proper snow removal/ 
management is utilized.  Please notify me at 763-229-1643 if you see any unsafe 
conditions.   
 

B. Street Sweeping Quotes – We have secured quotes for the annual spring street    
sweeping which I will bring to the April City Council meeting for consideration.  
SEE ATTACHMENTS. 

 
4. Anticipated Public Works Activities for the Month of April. 
 

A.  Spring Load Limits – Currently load limits are in effect and load restriction signs                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
are in place.  I will be monitoring the conditions and will remove the limits when  
conditions permit. 
 

 
The above constitutes the Engineering Report for the City of Sunfish Lake for April 3, 2018.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 

 
Jeffry S. Sandberg, PE 
City Engineer  
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March 29, 2018 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Sunfish Lake 
Via Email 

RE: REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO PROVIDE VISIBLE FIRE NUMBER MARKERS TO 
PROPERTIES THROUGHOUT THE CITY 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council; 

In late 2017, the city’s Police and Fire staff (first responders) expressed concern that many of the city’s 
properties do not have visible Fire Marker signs to allow them to quickly respond to emergencies.  At their 
meeting on November 7, 2017 the City Council requested that staff perform a field survey/ review of the 
fire number signs for properties throughout the city and provide a recommendation to the council.   

In November 2017, WSB staff performed a drive-by survey of all 262 of the Sunfish Lake properties and 
classified the signage in one of four different categories; Good, Missing, Hidden/ Blocked, and Tilted.   

The following results were documented from our field survey: 

Good – 189 properties (72%) 
Missing – 39 properties (15%) 
Hidden/ Blocked – 18 properties (7%) 
Tilted – 15 properties (6%) 

In all, 72 of the 262 properties in the city, or 27% of the Fire Markers in the city, are not 100% visible to 
first responders.  In previous discussions with the City Council, it was requested that consideration be 
given to replacement markers that are two-sided and placed perpendicular to the road.  WSB has 
consulted with several sign vendors to identify sign options and designs.  Two different types of signs are 
being offered for your consideration.  The first option is the standard one-sided sign that is used today; 
the second option is a two-sided sign that would be placed perpendicular to the road for better visibility 
from either direction.     

In an effort to ensure consistency and complete coverage for 100% visible Fire Markers throughout the 
city, staff requested proposals from 3 vendors.  One vendor did not respond because they only supply the 
markers, they do not install or replace.  I offer the following options for the City Council’s consideration:  

Option 1: Replace all Fire Markers in the City with New 2-sided Markers in Year 1. 

This option would result in the city having the new style 2-sided marker to be consistently placed and 
100% visible for all residences within the city as quickly as possible.  

Quotes Received: 
Safety Signs:  $26,310.50 
Advantage Signs:  $19,911 

Option 2: Develop a Five-Year Plan to Replace all Fire Markers in the City with 2-sided Markers 
For this option we propose to replace 52 markers per year for five years.  We have identified the 72 
missing, hidden, or tilted markers as priority for replacement first, and subsequent replacement of all 
signs in the city with a new standard marker within 5-years time. The proposed schedule would be as 
follows: 
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Year 1: Replace all missing markers (39) and (13) hidden or tilted markers.  
Year 2: Replace remaining hidden/ blocked or tilted markers (20) and (33) more.  
Year 3: Replace 53 markers.  
Year 4: Replace 52 markers.  
Year 5: Replace 52 markers.  
 
Quotes Received: 
Safety Signs:  $6,283/ year; $31,415.50 total over 5 years 
Advantage Signs: $4,251/ year; $21,255 total over 5 years 
 
This option spreads out the costs over 5 years, and would result in all Fire Markers in the city to be 
consistently placed and 100% visible with the new style 2-sided marker.  The missing signs and most of 
the markers not visible or tilted would be replaced in Year 1, with the remaining hidden or tilted markers 
being replaced in Year 2. 
 
Option 3: Replace only those Fire Markers in the City that are Missing with Standard 1-sided 
Marker, and Correct Hidden/ Blocked, or Tilted Markers. 
Markers that are missing (39) would be replaced with the standard one-sided marker.  It is assumed the 
existing markers for the Hidden, Blocked or Tilted markers are in serviceable condition, so those would be 
removed from the existing post and attached to a new post in a visible location (33 total).  Generally, the 
markers that are hidden/ blocked are conflicting with trees or landscaping or some other permanent 
barrier.  Trimming may be one option but would require permission from each property owner and it would 
not likely be a long-term solution.  The tilted signs likely either have damaged posts or have been situated 
that way for a long-enough period of time that trying to push them upright may break or damage the post.  
We recommend re-using the existing markers that are hidden/ blocked or tilted and installing them on a 
new post.   
 
Safety Signs: $6,012 
Advantage Signs: $4,014.65 
 
This option is the most-cost effective and would result in all Fire Markers to be 100% visible and 
consistent throughout the city as quickly as possible. 
 
Advantage Signs provided the most cost-effective quotes for all options.  Staff requests direction from the 
City Council on an option above or other options that may be discussed at the City Council meeting on April 
3.  If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at 651-286-8474. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 

 
Jeffry S. Sandberg, PE                               
City Engineer  
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April 3, 2018 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Sunfish Lake 
1 Acorn Drive 
Sunfish Lake, MN  55077 

Re: 2018 Street Sweeping Proposal 
WSB Project No. 011698 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

Staff requested quotes to complete street sweeping and debris pick-up on City streets to be completed 
one (1) time in the Spring of 2018.  Quotes were requested from three companies.  The quotes received 
were as follows: 

Mike McPhillips, Inc. ............................................................... $ 1,675.00 
Curb to Curb, Inc. ................................................................... $ 1,000.00 
*Reliakor Services .................................................................. $    895.00 

*Quote came in 3 days after request for quotes deadline

Curb to Curb, Inc. is approximately $250 cheaper this year than their bid last year.  Mike McPhillips Inc. 
has completed this work for the city over the past couple of years, and did an acceptable job, however his 
bid is $200 more this year than last year and much higher than Curb to Curb, Inc. Curb to Curb, Inc. is 
locally owned and located in Shakopee, MN.  I spoke to the staff at Curb to Curb and they assured me 
that they would do a good job for Sunfish Lake.  

Based on the significant difference in price, I am recommending Council approve a motion awarding the 
street sweeping contract to Curb to Curb, Inc. in the amount of $1,000.00. 

Sincerely, 

WSB & Associates, Inc. 

Jeff Sandberg, PE 
City Engineer 

Enclosures 
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